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marched in parade formations through enemy positions flattened by artillery fire, only to return at once to their own lines. Other units, including whole divisions, refused to budge. On July 6 the Austro-Germans launched in Galicia a counter-offensive which met with hardly any resistance. In the section of the Sereth River, for instance, two Russian divisions fled before three enemy companies supported by a few machine guns. All semblance of discipline vanished and the retreat became a rout, the fleeing soldiers perpetrating unspeakable atrocities on the defenseless population. On July 11 the Russians evacuated Tarnopol, which had been thoroughly plundered, and on July 20 Czemovitz, the capital of Bukovina. If by the end of July the front line was stabilized somewhat east of the pre-war frontier with Galicia, it was because the enemy decided not to press its advance. The news of the debacle, which was released on July 8, created consternation, especially because it was preceded by over-enthusiastic reports of earlier victories. An official statement of July 9 described the retreat as an "immeasurable calamity that threatens the ruin of revolutionary Russia." On July 7 General L. G. Kornilov (about whom more will be said below) was appointed commander of the southwestern front, which included Galicia. He demanded the immediate suspension of all offensive operations and the introduction of death penalty and military courts in the theater of war. These demands were endorsed  by  Brusilov,  by influential commissars   (Savinkov, M. Filonenko), and by a large section of public opinion. Without awaiting the reply of the government, Kornilov decreed the use of machine guns and artillery against bands of deserters and units refusing to obey orders. Kerensky, who became president of the Provisional Government on July 8, approved the measures taken by Kornilov and directed army committees not to interfere with combat orders and the appointment and removal of commanders. By a decree of July 12 the Provisional Government restored the death penalty in the army and established revolutionary military tribunals to deal with the major offenses against discipline and public order. Further measures for the restoration of the morale were to be studied by a commission which included Kerensky, Savinkov, and army leaders. Friction, however, arose immediately between Kerensky and the generals who made no secret that they blamed the Provisional Government, and particularly Keren-sky, for the breakdown of the army. Nevertheless on July 18 Kornilov was appointed commander in chief.